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· Course Objectives

The aim of the course is to  provide an introduction to international tax law. It examines both practical and theoretical issues of international taxation. In a globalized world when transactions may cross borders, international taxation is a pertinent component which business persons take into consideration. The course is divided into four parts. In the first part it discusses some general concepts of domestic taxation including the residence versus the source principle. The second part examines the problem of double taxation and  the methods to relieve it. In addition, an inquiry into the double tax model conventions shall be made. In the third part we discuss the role of offshore financial centers and their scope. In the last part of course we examine the anti-avoidance rules including transfer pricing and controlled foreign corporation rules.
· Office Hours: by appointment
a. Course Contents / Scope

b. Introduction – general discussion on taxation and international taxation law

1. Domestic Taxation

2. Taxation Based on Residence Versus Source

3. Principles of International Tax Law

a. General Discussion

b. Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

c. Interpretation of Tax Treaties

d. Multinational Treaties Versus Bilateral Treaties

c. Double Taxation Treaties

1. Introduction to Double Taxation and Methods to Reduce Double Taxation (deduction, exemption, credits, reduction by source state)

2. Permanent Establishment

3. Double Taxation Conventions (OECD, UN, US)

d. Introduction to the Meaning of Offshores and Tax Avoidance

e. International Tax Anti-Avoidance Principles/Rules

1. General Discussion

2. Anti-Avoidance Doctrines

3. Transfer Pricing Rules 

4. Controlled Foreign Corporation Rules

5. Anti-Treaty Shopping

· Exam:

Home exam. To be sent to both emails accounts at the specified date as a pdf file:

lriza@research.haifa.ac.il
l_riza@hotmail.com
· Grade Composition

Final exam – 100%

· Bonus: 5 points for active participation and contribution to class discussion (max. grade 100 points)
· Readings required for the first class:

· Not now, Darling, Economist (Mar 13th, 2008) available at http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=10853525
(An example for tax planning, offshore and tax principles)
· Tax Policy Concept Statement – Guiding Principles of Good Tax Policy: A Framework for Evaluating Tax Proposals (AICPA, 2001), available at: http://tax.aicpa.org/NR/rdonlyres/AC230E51-D650-4D65-B160-C7450A9381F4/0/ 2I_08a.pdf
(Discussion on tax principles)
· General review of the OECD Model Convention with respect to Taxes on Income and on Capital, available at
·   http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/50/49/35363840.pdf 

· Readings required for the second class:

· Dhammika Dharmapala & James R. Hines jr., Which Countries Become Tax Havens?, (2006) available at 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=952721 
· Readings required for the third class:

· Not so fine in Liechtenstein, Economist (Feb 22nd, 2008) available at  http://www.economist.com/agenda/displaystory.cfm?story_id=10750259
PAGE  
4

